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a statesman than as an inventor or scientist. He would
have much preferred to spend his life in quiet^ seclusion,
occupying his time in making experiments instead of
helping to make laws and treaties, and it proves what a
great man he was that his country would not allow him
to do so, but was continually pressing him into her
service in one way or another.

All really great men are busy men. They have no
time to waste, and Franklin was no exception to the
rule. In 1753 he and another man, William Hunter,
were made joint postmasters for the colonies, and he
held this position for twenty-one years, visiting during
that period nearly every post office in the English settle-
ments. Yet he found time for still more important wrork.
The French were then in possession of Canada, and
claimed all the vast territory west of the Alleghenies.
England disputed this claim, and as neither side showed
any intention of giving way to the other, it became clear
that war between the two countries must sooner or later
result.

Franklin realised all this, and he saw, too, more
clearly than most men, the dangers of the situation.
The French in Canada obeyed one ruler, the King of
France, and when he gave the order the whole country
would spring to arms, but it was not so with th'e Eng-
lish colonies. They had no such common bond. True,
they all acknowledged King George II, but at the same
time each colony was independent of all the others,
owing them no loyalty, often, indeed, looking upon
them as rivals, so that it was very difficult to persuade
them to act together in the face of a common danger.